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Militiaism Rampant

Major General John F. O'Ryan is u Saul
among the military propbets. He is about
the one officer of high rank and tech
proficiancy counected with last sumr
mohilization who doesn't classify thal m
jlization either as a fiasco or a truge
He is the one cheerful observer of the lat-
est breakdown of our crude, obselete, irra
tional military machine.

The testimony which Major General
O'Ryan offers on his return from Texas
panifests an irrestrainable optimism, “The
National Guard.” he says, “assured itself
of a futgre by its performance on the bor-
It comes back a revivified, reincar-
This burst of en-
f Dir.

er's

aer,
nated organization.”
thusiasm must jar the composure (
(harles W. Eliot, who not long ago was
praising President Wilson for supporting

the Hay army reorgamzation law, on the
gole ground that the Administration want-
ed to bave a chance to demonstrate to the
country that any attempt to apply the

ridiculous Hay theory of state militia fed.
eralization was bound to collapse, It may
even disturb the eguanimity of Mr. Hay
himself, making that arch enemy of real
military preparstion wonder whether his
craf schemes for frustrating genuine

army reorgunization had not fizzled, after

ty
all.

But this is not &ll of the story. General
('Ryan iz even more of a Hay army re-.
organization man than Mr. Hay himaself, |
The Virginia anti-militarist federalized
the Nationa! Guard with a view merely to
niaking it a useless pendant to the regular
army. General O'Ryan goes much further
than that. He wants to make the regular
army & mere pendant to & «till larger fed-
eralized Guard.

Here is the plan in which the general's
irrestrainable optimism has budded. At
nineteen every young man is to be com-
pelled to join the state militia. He is to
enlist for six vears—three with the colors
and three in the reserve. In the first
year of active service he is to spend two
or three months in the field. In the second
and third years he is to spend one month
in the field. The regular army is to be
reduced to the status of a police foree. It
i* to become & Federal constabulary. Our
rea! army will coneist of militiamen
trained to about the same degree of pro-
ficlener &s the state guards had reached
when they went on that practice trip to

the Mexican border, from which they have
now come back “revivified and remcar-
nated.”

It i= obvious that if the task of creating
% forve of several millions of soldiers with-
in the next five or ten years is to be com-
mitted to the present state Luard organ-
jzutions, the regular army might as well
he retired at once into the shadowy back-
ground. It can police the outlying posses-
our coasts and our horders; but
there its importance will end as the ar-
biter of our military policy. That policy
be carried into the politics of forty-
ecight states, the largest which will
intain armies as big, and eventusally as
Iv. a5 the army of the Usni
Major General O'Ryan’s er
such a scheme of glorified mils
be explained by his well known ambition
14 develop the home-keeping militia branch
the military establishment. He stili
cherithes many early American ideas of
m ry organization. He and other
militis officers in the higher ranks would
have an enormous field of activity and in-
flucnce opened to them if the states should
all go in for universal Guard service,

Yet if we are to tuke to conseription
{und conseription is the only reasonuble
method of raising and maintaining a mod-
ern, democratic army), why bother any
longer about preserving the distinction be-
tween state troops and Federal troops?
Why dispense with the regular establish-
ment a8 an egency for training, organizing
and supplying the army of several millions
which ie to be created? Why should West
Point and our other military schoal be re-
stricted to turning out officers for & mere
Federal constabulary?

We need to-day trained officers even
more than we need trained soldiers. The
conditions of education for officers und of
training for soldiers should be standard-
jzed. There should be one school for all—
not two schools for twe different urmies.
All the military eapacity which we can de-
velop for years to come will be required
to keep our military establishment going,
]+ would be a monsirous departure from
sound theory and from the teachings of
our own bitter experience to dissociate once
more the regular army (still relatively
eMcient, though under-sized and organized
on & wrong basis) from the second and
third line bodies which must be amalgan
mated with it in time of war.

Conseription is a universsl principle. It
implies umity and equality in the condi-
tions of service. It implie= one leadership
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and onell-embracing organization. These cle on which he <ught to pay duty? Why
are-the essentials of any truly national|do many people who would not steal & pin|ijere were aply 1,308 deaths

jeal |*
dy.

| the hard-driving and toe reckless employes our common life. [If honesty did not pre-|

from san individual actuslly take pride in
siitip the better of a ecorporation?

Why will 1 man who would walk bac
half & mile to retarn five conts which some
erronectiely given him in|
lawyer to raise nn|

army. It is grotesque to talk about fed-

eralizing the state militia on a EIgADLE g

scale and at the same time converting the
regular army into a mere constabulary.

We must have s unified, completely ¢o- ealesman ha
ordinated army. with one head and with making vhange hire
, already skyrockety appraisement placed

"

one standard of training and competency b ed]

for all afflcers and mei.  No other system upon a prece ¢ property of his which the |

is suited to a democracy; no other will do eity trving to acquire? {
Whe is it that ¢ne whose honesty in gen

the nation’s work.

ora

A Plea To Be Heeded

ever think «

1 s beyond question will borrow a hook |
an umhbrolla from his best friend and|
¢ poturning it? Why will one/
keeps his hank account bal-
ced to n penny be absolutely unreliable

There iz much good sense in the resolu

tion the Board of Aldermen has s
a5

to Postmaster General Burleson appealing ¥ :
for & continuance of the mail tube service | When: it comes to keeping a golf ecore?
in this city without reduction. *“When our Why will people whose reputation for truth
people have to burrow like moles through telline yolden  lie outrageously !.n the
subways and tunnels,” it declares, “to es- doctor? Why, on the other hand, will one
cape the perils of traffic congestion on the whose general course of hfe. it rrm‘hed

tave two or three uncompromising pointa

etreets, it is no time to exhume inanimate !
mail matter and joy ride it about the town of honor on which he outmorals the mor-
[in speeding motor trucks, to the still alist? A very suggestive fact in Mr. Mof-

greater peril of those who survive us on fett's investigatiai is the percentage of
the surface of the earth.” persons of questionable reputation for hon.

The proposed reduction, it is true, con- esty who returnel the dollar—three out of
templates a cessation of the tube service five, a proportion equal to that of the rest.
only north of Forty-second street, But| [Is it true that one who is dishonest in
even in the upper section of Manhattan one thing is disnonest in all?  Or is the
Island the streets are by no means free average man honest in spots? TIs honesty
from traffc dificulties, Delivery wagons an abstract thing which may be applied
and speeding motor ¢are dart hither and equally to all, or is it something subjective,
k Upper Broadway for long has been | idiosyneratic, depending to some extent on
ssurped by motorists as a sort of speedway  education, convention and habit? Certain
jente are far too frequent. This it iz that generalizations about the percent-

jreseeqd WHOBE 34 iracy

Von.

needs a removal of traffic from its age of honest men do not go to the heart of
streets, in any section, rather than an ad-| the question of the trustworthiness of hu-
lition of it. It needs, if that were possible, man nature. A better test is. 4s Mr. Mof-

a reduction of the use of motor trucks by fett suggests, the great, complex fabric ofl

of the company which has the postal con- | vail overs helmingly over rascality the so-
tract rather than an increase of the num- cial mechanism could not run for a day.

her of those huge vens. Tt ie to be hoped -
the Postmaster General will give serious Of Good Will
terrible and merciless censor

heed to the petition which comes t0 him 4 of
from the business men, the officials and y.man failings observed many years ago
the publ his great city, the mwoney- yhee we had just enough religion to make
maker preeminent for the entire postal . hate, but mot envugh to make us love
department one another. All men are uneasily con-
— = eeious of this evident truth and the in-
Drinking by the Card consistency of Christian professions and
Though Sweden is generally reckoned o 'the world's practice troubled the minds
pioneer in the successful public control of of the divines and orators called upon to
alcoholie beverages, the results have not provide timely and edifying discourses on
been so encouTaging &8 some enthusissts (hristmas Day.
had hoped. It was peinted out in the elab-
orate report published by the Swedish the censorious to berate our boasted prog-|
Medical Society four years ago that though ress, and it was not miseed; nor did those
the national drink bill per head of the who felt obliged to put on the cheerful
population was only one-third of Italy's, front supposed to be appropriate at this
12 wou!d be an error to cstimate the harm| festive season fail to find in recent events
done by such comparisons, und examples|enough encouragement to reiterate with
were given to show the fallacy of attempt- repewed fervor the hymn of the heavenly
ing to measure reform in this way. host at the Nativity.
In the last two or three years & new  (ommonplace reflections prevailed,

ic of

of |

eystem of contrel has been on trial, and coyree, and many were the bitter or sor- | !
¥y e Lae o - {dutring the entire course of the war won a fusion ticket in the municipal campaign of cussion which Mr. Weeks has aroused since

th sults achieved so far : w 1 i
he results achieved so far seem to shoW rowful comments on the promise of PEACE | ictory which ean be said to be of permanent| 1913, 1 vesd with speclal interest the news

that it is superior to any hitherto put N on earth. Some, even of those who were
force in that country. It was devised and hopeful of an outward peace, eould hardly
slaborated by Dr. Brate and was onginal- gizoover the passibility of a full realiza-
|y denounced or 1“'-31_?}1"1 "_t “Ifﬂm"“c tion of the divine message, and in the con-
and absurd. It consists b_rs-,-.ﬂy in the al-! cojt of one ingenious cartoonist Peace on
lowance of a limited quantity of aleohol 0 poyth and Good Will Toward Men ap-
avery drinker, the rations being chec_lu-d off | peared as two separate symbolical figures:
on & card, A report on the 1'"?““-" m 1"'!“ Peace, a woman with a pair of useleas
and 1815 has lately been published and i%, winps and Good Will. trudging wearily
gpon the whole, encouraging. _ beside her supported by a staff. FEurope

Under an earlier gystem in 1913 the je biazing behind them. and the title is
number of litres of aleoholic beverages con-| «wThe Outeasts?” |
sumed in Stockholm amounted to 15.96 & Tpe trunsiators of the Authorized Ver-|
head. In 1915 this was reduced to 8.86. oiyp gyre doubtless responsible for a slight
The fa_ll in spirite was from 12.04 in 1913 misinderstanding, in which the less Uto-|
to5.77 in 1415. The deflfne in drunkmnt‘}‘-‘* pian lovers of peace may possibly find|
is estlr:_ulteri at. about 4t per cent, and in cume consolation for human shortcomings. |
one police district police offences, sacalled, x4 on carth peace, good will toward |
were "d‘ffﬂd by &4 per cent. The T® men,” they make it. But Tyndale's ver-|
ports received from hospitals were equally .ion s better: “And in earth peace be to|
CRCOUTSRINg Th“"\ the number of cases of o of pood will” Or, as the Revised Ver-
delirium tremens fell from 623 to 362, and 5 has it: *“Peace among men in whom
of chronie aleoholism from 492 to 173. lie is well pleased.”” The difference is per- |

In spite, therefore, of oi’p')':':“_’" and haps shight, but it affords sufficient ocl
ridicule Stockholm has wisely decided 10) cusion ut lenst for speculations on the
experiment further with a system which question of who are and who are not men |
so far seems to have worked very well.

of good will,

An Honesty Test
Fvery one doubtless has his own opinion,
based upon his personsl experience or
theory of life, as to the proportion of hon- determined, but the necessity for some
et men to rogues among mankind in gen- | means of transporting liguids, of which water
eral.  Mr. Cloveland Moffett has tried to|™*4 undoubtedly the first to be considered,
attain the semblance at least of impersonal | m0%* bave existed from the beginning of the
seientific accuracy by conducting an inves- hun:m:] SRR SIS 08 oA generally considered
- Lt probable that the first receptacle for this
tigation of the average honesty of human nirose wos made from the skin of sn ani-
nature, the results of which are published fmal. This was removed with as lictle muti-
in “"MeClure's Magazine,” Mr, Moffett's lation ns possible, und sll the unavoidable
discinsures would at first sight appesr to openings were carefully sewn up, leaving s
be rathar discouraging It seems that ons single leg for filling or emptying, which was
hundred representative persons were go- | Hed Up withix card,
lected, to each of whom a one dollar bill
was sent inclosed in a letter soparenty | amploved extensively in many parts of the
misdirected, Sixty-three returned the|world, and even to-day they may he seen in|
money. Thirty-seven obviously considered |u%e in some Uriental countries. 1t was this |

the dollar & gift from Santa Claus kind of & bettle that was referred to in the!
= Bible in the much-quoted dictum relating to|

But does such a test really prove that|puiting new wine into old bottles. The ob- |
humanity is only about 60 per cent honest? joction to thic procedure was that the akin |
Does it not rather show that honesty is|0f #n old hottle hus bicome fully stretched
like greatness-—some are born honest, some and woskened Dy Euey Wud 15 e wind By
wchieve it, some have honesty thrust upon | erated by the continued fermerntation of the |
them? In other words, some men are hon-|wine would burst the bottle

¢5t by nature, some as & matter of princi- n:““: . ’;“’_""”3‘ b'"f"“d fact “;“ glass|
: = t I g and glass bottles originated among |
ple and some only from poliey. May not|,;, Egypiians, although at what date no m:fI

the idea in the title of Mr. Moffett's artl- has presamed to state. Even in Egypt, how-
cle, “Is Honesty the Best Policy?" it.self'o-\l'er. the art of glass making in its early
explain the failure of some of the lhin".m?!ory appears to have been confined to cer-
soven to return the money. Peaple WhOI::l':,]I‘(‘m”'ﬂ' and was not practiced st all
gre generally honest, but from policy :
rather than from any deeper conviction,
might easily persoade themselves that a
fow minor exceptions to the general policy | Twenty thousand Indians have learned to|
do not count—especially if there scems to|resd and write the English langusgs in the
be small likelihood of getting caught. last four years, There are now 75,000, or 30
Undoubtedly many of those whose delin- ’{-;r re:t ni'q'.qiwr total, who can nsa English.
lquency brought the cost of Mr, .\Ioﬂ'ett's-;‘:::'_t ;:P_I""'_‘M: .In::ansdhnve d'“_"d'd ‘h"'l
experiment up to $40 would be perfectly SORthmE. IS SR TNORRING. Cun NG SRk W)
horrified if anybody should hint that they| The income of the Indians from various |
were thieves, Conscience has various little |*0U1e4 is now moxe than $28,000,000, an in-
“blind spots” which seem often perfectly :‘;.;;“n'r',,,':,:”f’\:l_w:}"II.::,t?_‘_fou::‘“.‘"‘d They °I‘m!
consistent with self-respect. Why, for in- |« ..t‘ir.'u BTBBLT .uc.rul of f:.mi."-?u'.:. ::: ;;0:;&
stance, will a man whose serupuiousness in actual farmers, an increase of 7,000 in the
other respects is positively puinful go to :..?'t:\'!:::trr?'r:?-rt:-ong ave e Anene: a3
sleep with a peaceful conscience after giv-| i, e N AR
_mar*tm mwim iy Semitigig é‘h:‘ linns.  They ure gradually turming away
will one who would want to. fight you if

from the medicine man when in need of|
medical nttention, and es 8 consequence the |

you qut‘si]l)lu'd his honor or patriotism

think it a great joke if he succeeds in

denth rate hus fallen from
1515 to & little more than
violuting the game laws or in getting by
the custom house officers with some arti-|

The First Bottles
From Tha Sciezfific imericon
Who made the first bottle has pever been|

Poor Lo's Progress

#From The Washinpgton Posi)

22 per 1,000 in

2 1§18, The death rate from tubereulosis has
bueen reduced 15 per ceny. Hetter sanitary
conditions have reduced the death rate of
hildren, In 1014 there were 2,351 deaths of
children under 3 years of age, and in 1910

THE PRUSSIAN NIMROD

K Failing to Bag a Bear or Lion, He Tarns.

to Smaller Quarries
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Throogh virtue of conquest of new
lands in Rumania Germany jnst new, in the
aiinds of some, is held to be lord of the
arcendant. Whils true that by her most
recont capture (;ermany MAF profit ¢conomi-
eally from Rumania’s rich oil felds and fer-
tile lands though the Rumanians claim to
have offcctunlly destroged the former— it in
wot seen that she is sdvantaged militarily.
Rather has she proved anew, as in the eases
of Belgium, Serbia, Montenegre, that she in
invincible when the adversary is much
smaller than hermelf

Germany sallied forth in thia war nas the
Teuton Nimred, the mighty hunter of nations

armed for and armored agninat the largest
game in the calendar of venery. The Prus-
sian Nimrod's ambition was to fall a hear or
a lion, to cull his trophies from the primates
smong the nations, Failing, he atowed his
bag with the little quarries —such as, in tha
nature of things, could not resist.

The dafeat of hin initial and perhaps atill
enduring hope of world dominion must be
the more mortifying to him both becanse of
the perfect preparation he had made and
because the barbarous technic sdopted, re-
pugnant to all the canons of clean combat,
wans calculated to insure to certainty the
compussing of his designs, Long before the
Germanic irruption in August, 1614, the phil-
osophy of frightfulness permeating the Ger-
man army became apparent from time to
time in overt instances, the ane best remem-
bered, pethape, becanse of its comparative
closeness, being the Zabern affair, wherein
he lame cobbler was stricken down by the
sword of a yonng swashbuckler of an officer.

Since the war began that doctrine has
peen exampled in magnified proportions-—in
the enormitivs with which humanity is famil
inr. First eame the breach of faith, brazenly
acknowledged, with Belgium and the awift
violation of that martyred country. accom
panied not only by acts of =uperiative van
dalirm, as the boming of louvain, but by
capital crimes upon the innecent citizenry,
irrespective of age or ses, Next, the grest
mechanical faleons Rew scross the North Sea
and in savage pursuance of the cult of hate
spilled death upon other peaceful inhahi-
tants, men, women and children alike, In
succession followed poisonous gas and floid
ire. Then the world was stunned by the
nssassinution of the Lusitania, and by that
wet of supreme disbolism was prepared in

anly less appalling in their harvest of death,
that the mumber cannot be told by unsided
memory. The latest outrage, past thought in
its colossal reproach, the thralling snd

forced servitude of the nation that presumcd

to obstruet the Great Purpose, may neot cven
yet have espped the structure of infamies,
though one cannot imagine anything which
wouid outsoar ita burning odium.

That the meaning of the soccessful inva-
<ion of Rumenis may not bhe exaggerated, it
well to remember that Germany has not

or even farreaching beneficial significance to
herself, ¢r which may not guite coneceivably
be overturned or made nugatory by Allied
secoseen in the eampaigns to come. The out-
standing victories of German arms so far
have been for the most parl over the weak,
thoe helpless, the unprepared. The Prussian
Nimrod bas brought down neither France,
Bear nor Lion, while the methods used in the
mighty effort to do so will scorch their atig
mata into the flosh of the German state for
all time. History will place the story of
these abominations in her preserving amber
and pillory the Germany of this era to the
detestation of the ages to come,

. B. ROBERTS.

New York, Dee. 12, 1918,

Dr. Hollweg Outdone
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Zir: On a first reading of the President's
peace note three things are apparent:

First - That the note is calculated to grat-
iy the German government and to embar-
rase the Allied governments,

Second —That for this purpose it is in-
geniously timed. As the note iz dated on

| Monday, the day before Mr. Lloyd George's .

announcement was made in the House of
Commons, it is possible for the President to
ignore the statement made by the British
Prime Minister in harmeny with the other
Allied governments demanding full restitu-
tion, complete reparation and effective guar-
anter. As the mote is published after Mr.
Lloyd George’s speeeh. it will produes the
impresaion that the President considers the
Allied <tatement of their demands inade

nuate,
Third —Thet the form of the note shows

| that the President has adhered to the doc-|

trine of his neutrality proclamation at the
beginning of the war; as between the
despoilers of Belgium and the defenders of
Belgium, he i1a neatral in opinion. He is able
to suy: “Ench side desires to make the
rights and privileges of weak peoples and
small states an securs sgainst aggression or

These wo know were used ages ago by | deninl in the future as the rights and pﬁ'-|heenuse of hin inefliciency or extravagance
any primit’ce peoples, and have since been | ileges of the great and powerful states now|peither i charged againsi him —but solely|

4t war.” I have not ohserved that even the
(German Chancellor has gone ae far as that.
STEPHEN H, OLIN.

New York, Dec. 21, 1916,

Huomiliated to the Dust

To the Fditor of The Tribune.
Sir: Can you not find some means of reg-

[put into it the pressure of the gasen gen-|staring the protest of us Americans who uote” in order that they may get nearly 100

sit sbont our breakfast tables, humiliated to

|the duat at the terrible, criminsl upedieney'cnntribntion will have been made in vain in

and immorality of this note of President
Wilson's, sent to every nation in the world?

Must we sit in silence, tears falling, and
do nothing, overcome by the knowledge that
not two months ago this Mr. Wilson was

| given the right to speak &8s he judged best

by the majority of the people of these United
States?

Could you not arrange to open headquar-
ters in every city and town in the Union,
where those of us, be we fow or many, who
grasp the high moral import of this war and
are resdy to stand for the right can go, i

need be, many miles to register our signa-

tures as a protost to such vile sxpedfency?
MARY ELIZABETH M'CRACKEN PURDY,
Brooklyn, Dee, 21, 10186,

To the Nations of the World
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Mr. Wilson has called upen the na-
tions of the earth to show their hands,
He conveyed the demand in a note so ob-
scure that his right eye could not have

'known what his left eye was looking at|
He and Lansing are al-|
. (ready at work explaining the sacred text— gihor.
30 per 1000 in |which gleams darkly under their hands. me are the nacessary preliminaries of any|doing more than dispossessing more attractive

when he wrote it

Only one thing is plain—wos to the Euro-
pean nations, wee to the world, woe to
overybody else, unless they quit fooling and
suy exactly what they mearn.
= quite & fellow,
JOHN JAY CHAPMAN,
New York, Dee. 22, 1914,

Our Wilson| peace will be futile, if begun at all. Nor do

" A FRENCH VIEW OF MR. WILSON
|“Le Temps” Questions Whether Neutrality Satisfies Every Obligation—
' Friendship for Americans Which Outweighs an Individual’s Skepticism

(Tronstated from ‘'fe Temps
1o know its own mind it did not await the
torpadoing of the Lusitanis,

Preaident Wilson has fust had a rnnﬂ'ﬂl-[
| tion with journaliats, which first the press/ y
reproduced in parts und later in full. Un- The American "I:"" ;e_‘m::t::f :: :l:.
|‘I"“h=””-v the intentlon of the President was :::::TIL ‘r;:m.l‘:el\-r:’:it:rl;i .lhv;.‘.cll rn:
to strengthen the mornl peace of his -,-oun'trrl-.nt. of their President. Universities® ad-
[by m eategorical afirmation of neutrality. ' drssies. Roosevelt's, Root's and  Eliot's
| But this affirmation has, it appears, carried| spoeches have aiready signified to the world
him away further than was necessary. Neu- that free Americs has uttered her judgment
trality and wkepticism ate not eynonymous, |and hus tsken the part S FTORROS. Thf“‘;
The Liea that bind is to the Americans are '8 10 -.inlt;b. that Mr. “I!Imnldou notht:o
too derp that we need make uxa of byways differently, but nevertheless IL I8 WOEH
T ke "Wrean thie’ Brvi e iuRght be regreticd th;r_ the mln:ntnrprﬂ‘;;-wﬂt:f :‘lh'l
on nif. raens T duties makes him appear, acoording e
. oy U i *
Mk ot spoc e g TR e N g5 ol g e
tates : ddn * son, “neutral in face of crime.”
tion hae involved <o far those engaged in It U'ntil the day of wietory comen we vhall
that they eannot mnintain themaelvos Withinlae yirs of repenting, hand on sword, that
the lista of respansibility,” he 5 unfair oo wrs yphoelding international honor. Our
toward the nations who, in thix quarrel, de- jour conseience is, in fact, & part of our
fend aguinst un odious aggression the writlen, jpegipth: we owe to it the “sacred union.”
r:lghlt amlT;hvhrmturhl rrix‘:':. '.'.".1:";1 ::" C‘;‘ﬂ' Ihanks to it all Frenehmen are brothers,
eludes: “1f the rest o ¢ worl as bee L4 hetween the Allied nations prevails the
immv insane, why not refune to h::'! nnr‘:hlﬂll snme fraternity. The vielence of the quarre!
;:; d.; with ttha ruthnf the wnlr'!:]r_ h!eh a..rn_':]!. han not, an Mr. Wilson deems, driven us out
e fres nations who struggle for their ibs/ o our minds. Our reason revoited against
l'ﬂry. H"!{f dignity and their existence. ':mmuwn. Our reason tells us that W‘: Rre
t iz all right to be neutral. Bot it is not {
i il ety % D 1 ey e e
amount of international obligations. It does pypman freedom.
not eshaust the ealls of individual and na-!  Wa do not nsk nentrals to sacrifice their
tional conrciopaness. 1t scemed nt certain interpsts to us. We only ask them not to
timen that the Pope disregarded this truth,:a"l, to themselves what their conscience
nnd it grieved many French hearts, It ‘huru urges them to tell, Every comparison of sur
oty ot Bpioatin il WRED Sl oo
i ! ' launched by the enemy hurts us to the bot-
should be inspired :Hh the same "mﬂ:!ﬂ'---tnm of our hearts, for amidst our hardahips
Enet b i e
; i 15 & comfort and & gulde to us. Mr. Wilsen,
,bo]tliy dr:cinrnl themselves in favor. :I.lu author of the note which has riveted
. .gr. Wilson nler!; that we are being car-| Germany to h_er crimes, cannot have forgot-
'.,.'o..:-.:ﬁﬂ;b"%?: -tr: ::di:ha:y‘;:lr‘a:.ur;fc:;‘ ;en that ;n this ntmeéom“nl;runlt ﬂ‘ll';hlll‘-
: y " -| derers of women and children are all on
vineced that when Belglum preferred the hor- | one side.
rors of invasion to the breasking of her word, If it ir in view of a subssquent action of
|when Franee defended her invaded frontiers,! mediation that the American President
|when Ressin fought for the existence of thought it necessary as yet to reserve his
| Serbia-— we are deeply convinced that these judgment, we consider that he deludes him-
[powers acted in .f"” knowledge of the most se!f in the aim and the means. For on this
sl:m:ed re-lpgnu:'bxluty. and Ithnr. the r{_ght thgt guppofi'inn the respect for right, in the name
|1I ttg proclaim goes hand in hand with their of which we fight, should Impose itself upon
duty. the mediator as his first duty, and if he
Pt oo g A sl § ot g i ot gl o ot
{2 : " ita ywest m, whici | be unc i . Germany wished to fortify
I::.djc;\"::-'nu‘_?. r:.r;;;iw;f:t|;|:r:p?e.|i:l!d;l:'|_:u!-:’r:just:!ce. ﬂl{rtstrmzt‘? ;ndri:‘.‘en to dastroy
. r A oliey. it, and our victory wi the victo in-
But n nation of eighty millions of people| ternational mtrgrri’:y, S i
rannot retire at will into an ivery tower., Ouar strong attachment to the Americans
|Tihr i-‘,‘u:ur:;nn ]wnr in lim hiwgu_t duel of makes us particularly feel sli that comes
urut of e last twenty centuries. Two | from t_ht?'n. Thrrefure. an unfortunste word
morals, two life econceptions, are opposed. of their President is of little weight when

There was an ohvious opportunity for!mossure for such & train of similar atrocities, One can he neutral politicslly, One eannot we remember the numerous proofs of appre-

oe nentral morally. One must make a choice. ciation and friendship that we have received
The choice of the American elect is made, and | from acruss the ocean.

ECONOMY, NOT EXPLOITATION

UNJUSTLY CONVICTED

Must Be Basis for Fusion in Municipal Crimes Laid to the Sparrow for Which It Is
Not Responsible
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: I have read with intersst the dis-

Campaign
To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: As one who actively supported the|

11:1- espoused the cause of the English spar-
srticle in your issue of the 17th inst, under| row. I hava something to say in favor of
the caption “Fusion Chiefs Pick Mitchel to! the sparrow,
Run in 1017, | First, I'm going to quote Chapman. He
| No one will serious!y deny that in 1913 the says in “Bird Life™: “A product of the
| consideration which, above all others, influ-| times; a remarkably keen-witted bird, who,
iem'ld independents, including many thou-!like a noxious weed, thrivea and increases
' sands of the Democratic faith, to espouse the where a leas hardy species could not exist.”
fusion cnuse was the desire for an .dmiﬂ’|2:'”1;:';‘2‘;’9[;"“?{&“ ":ﬁ’ ’9"“11;* :‘:‘};
> : ; . not a rowding out some other hir
istration absolutely "m'p“t‘“{n]m ﬂ;"‘ﬂ: | but fourishing where :o others co':lld exist?®
ter. bedrocked upon the principies OF €| vy agpecially fond of the bluebird, and this
cieney, economy and integrity. vear huad a pair nesting within 100 feet of
| Neither can the fact be disputed that noliwp palrs of English sparrows. Further-
| fusion effort can hope to succeed in 1917 more, the bluebirds always drove away any
|that does not invite, moch less deserve, lhe[lpﬁm‘f‘ which alighted on their house -
eopport of these independente sad of thous{SRA/ TElaed two. seademsiul brppdel Jmet
Demoerats who, in municipal government, “be" b g hl‘ucblrds commen in eities nud
. even suburbi? In the winter of 1835 and
srefer efficiency and kconomy t0 PETLF €X- ,gguin in 191112 large numbers of biuebirds
plaitation. | perished during sleet storms, This is a mat-
Is it possible that the independents and ter of record and mccounts for a loss with
Demosrats whe supported the fusion ticket|which no sparrow had anything to do,
in 1013 were utterly mistaken in their belief|

Farmers’ Bulletin 498, entitled “The Eng-

that it represented & non-partisan movement?|lish Sparrow as & Pest,” says: “Its mat-
fir, as an alternative, is it possible that the ural diet consists of seeds, but it eats
fusion eampnign of 1917 is to be controlled '@ great quantity of other foods. While

much of ita fare consists of waste material
from the street, in sutumn and winter it
consumes quantities of weed seed snd in
summer numerous inmects. The eri-
dence against the English sparrow is, on
the whole, overwhelming, and the present
unfriend!y attitude of the publie toward it
is reflected in our state laws. Nowhere is
it ineluded among protected birds.”

Farmers' Bulletin 513: *. On the
other hand, the bird feeds to some extent
on a large number of inseets, and this fact
| points to the need of & new investigation of
the present economic status of the species,
especially as it promises to be of service in
holding in cheek the newly introduced alfalfa
weevil, which threatens the alfalfa indus-
try in Utah and neighboring states.”” Does
either of these two hulleting published by
the Department of Agriculture condemn the
!Eng!:-h sparrow absolutely? 1 do not pre-
tend to be a master of English, but I should
guess not!

Just as an example of how ready that
“unlriendly public” is to condemn the Eng-
lish sparrow on second hand testimony, I'm
by virtue o the fact that be did not execute| E20F 10, U B0 RTINS BN BESRL
to the Republican machine a power of sttor-| o Goocrshic Bird Lore,” Volume XVIIL
ney to appoint his subordinates, [No.2 He says, speaking of the way he St

Under these circumstances, let me venture| .3 ot to attract birds to his new
the prediction for the henefit of these “fusion| 1500: “At the time no member of th c:ﬂ;t‘:ly
chiefs,” ax well ns for the benefit of your| ’ including myself conld .; o ”{
Republican informant in the article quoted, ;v ' “yhooo hirds—the crow, the "uh;ﬂm d
that, although the Republicans may be will-| yi0 o0 rkey huzzard. . The first ﬂ:{:
| ing to “eontribute 70 per cent of the fusion wa did was to drive away the English spa:
row, which had possession of the place. Wo
got small shotguns and whenever a sparrow
appedred shot him.” Mr. Grosvenor attract-
¢d n phenomenal number of birds, the ma-
iority of which wers purple martins, Proba-
bly he would have had fewer martins with
the sparrows, but | believe he could have
had as many other birds without destroying
the sparrows. | have numerous house wrens,
chipping eparrows, robins, Baltimors ori-
olen, ¢te, us well an the sparrows and star-
lings, This past summer catbirds, the
bluebirds mentioned, house wrans, robins
and red-starts s!l nested within a radius of
twenty-five feer and within a hundred feet
of the FEnglish sparrows and starlings, |
have mentioned the starlings because | be-
ustly aceused as well as the

by “chiefs” whose primary concern it will be

to nominate candidates known in advance to

be favorably disposed toward the poliey of,

strengthening the local Republican machine|

at the municipality’s—und hence the public’s
expensc

In that srticle the information is “authori-
tatively” given that, with the exception of
John J. Hopner, Register of New York Uoun-|
ty, every fusion city, county and borough
afficer clected in 1013 and still in office is
to he renominated next year by the “fusion
chiefs”

As to Register Hopper, you make the poii-
tive assertion that he “will not be renoml-
pated” simply beeause he “is alleged not only
to have turtied his back on the Independence
Lengue, but to have thrown out every Repuh-|
liegn who was in his office when he became
Register.”

In other words, the imperial mandate has
gone forth from the “fusion chisfs” of the
coming municipal campsaign that Reglster
Hopper is to be denied a renomination, not

per cent of the offices, their magnanimous

igm.
A SOOTHSAYER.
|  New York, Dec. 18, 1918,

| s ——
| He That Taketh the Sword

_'[a the Editor of The Tribune,

. Birt Both parties in this terrible atrife
want to end it, and want it to end in a lasting
peace. What s not yet eiear iz that both
parties are convinced that there is & better|
wuy to reach this common gos! than con-|
tinued fighting, that neither party ean rea-
sonably expect.to gain so complete a vietory,
s to be able to dictate to the other the
| terms of pence. It ia not yet clear that both | lieve them unj
|parties in this strife sre convineed that,|SPATTOWS.
|\A’|i!".‘hﬂ‘!'r muy gain u decisive \'it'.ul‘)'din ﬂ‘l!! 1f the bluehirds mentioned by _Plthﬂee
end, the vietor will be scarcely hetter off Bevler Cole really abandoned their young
than the vanquished; that both will confess to it 1# positively the first case I've ever heard
|the truth of those words “He that taketh o .

|the sword shall perizh by the sword.” It j= [t is not my intention to expect my judg-
'ment to be taken, which is why I've proba-

not clear that both parties in this desper-| b
\ate struggle are willing to leave in abeyance DI¥ M“:he’d:st, ymguc:.::; "l”"t" :u:h!
squirre! an .

| the question of moral responsibility for th,ibehan
|war, and all judgments on esch other's cooper and sharp-shinned hawks together do
'condiet during the war, snd “n“qu.ﬂglyjdm'ided!y more mischief than the sparrows

all questions of indemnities, reparation and could possibly be mccused of doing. Morae-

i the next municipal campa

PORTABLE COAST BA
They Offer the Best Solution of the
Defence Problem

To the Editor of The Tribune. y

Bir: In all the sgitation over the “
of our preparedness—what wa should g
should not do-that which te my w-.'
thinking, has seemed one of the m h‘
ble and practicable of the many ¥
gested has been passed by, a :
noticed. [ refor to the ides suggestaq o
time ago by two young engineers, o
gested that concrete foundations foy
the Inrgest ealibre be placed at in“
twelve miles along our entire const | 2
Fast and West—and linked by apar pg
lines with our coast rallway systems,
further suggestad that special ﬂ'l'lﬁ.
structed to earcy such guns from "y o
point to another, or series of othery, g
sion required, and that thess cary By
constructed that the guns thereon emld
dempunted in a minimum of “""mh.
in position to protect sny threatened
They estimated that for the cont of ong
tleship such concrete bases and milwap g
nections could be extablisked from the
ern conat of Maine to the northem com
Delaware.

I their sstimate is correct, why "
not a most feasible and highly
scheme? 1 can well understand hoy
bridges, culverta and roadbeds wonld hany
bo strengthened whare not now «
to carry such excessive loads s thess g
would create; but, erpensive s ek we
wonld probably be, once done it wosl )
done for all time, and not, as with our wye
vessels, hecome obsolate in & few yeamy,

Think of the sacurity such s schome weg
offer! 1In it not our wisest policy 4y o
strengthen our weakest point of attack fig
it would be practieally impossible for gg
emy either to land troops on any pam ¢
nur const or to bombard our const eition gy
how could an enemy do either in the fay
eomeentrated fire from such guns as the' |
I our coast defence guns keep pace fs ml
bre and range with the naval guns of oe
nations, what advantage can the latter by
¢ver us? Our guns, of equal range sad pawe
o theirs, could be sent by rall from poiatsy
point and in much quicker time than the
ships could eover the same distance, and b
ing fired from a stable base and over a g
determined range, would have an added o
vantage over thelr guns, which would fa
{from an unstable base and over an unkyem
range.

If the ahove mentioned engitieers hav s
errod in their calculations they have, s fy
as [ can see, ontlined a seheme of delme
that is by long odds the best yet—the chapy
est, considering the degree of security o
would give us tn ita instaliation and cphes
—the greatest protection and the smlle
foree of men, comparatively speaking, pesdsl
to guarantes that protection. Our seacoar
is our most vulnerable point of attack—ith
g0 vast in extent that adequately to prote
it with & nary would require the expenditsn.
year in mnd year out, of 'An enormous sum o
money—assuming, too, that we could mag th
ships when they were once built, whick, it
she face of our present difculty in this &
rection, seems decidedly doubtful.

A. T. DWIGHT.

New York, Dec. 13, 1018,
Sparrow Butchery
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As the result of a recent campaip.
to which the public in msked to “contribs
liberally,” the English sparrow s comiag =
for a good deal of undeserved criticiom, af
the prejudice—to & largs extent e
ranted —which Is being stirred up r
him has led to all kinds of proposals 12
extermination.

The “League of American Sportsme”
out with & circular calling on every ot
take the war path and butcher the spams.
several methods of elsughter being wp
gested, but apparently sny means,
inhumane, brutalizing, o: barharous, bes
welcome, because, na the circalar st
wwar in declared,” and this is “to ba a ve
ing down process.” The president of
league Is quoted as saying that the halp ¢
the Boy Scouts will be solrterted In the s
derous work, but this brillzane =
has failed, for the Boy Scouts’ organizatie
has put the stamp of ity disapproval on

scheme,
In the opinion of msany ornithalogists

aparrow is not the parasite that the :
and some easunl observers have been
to make him out, and a= for the pi
method of extermination by putting alr
and guns into the hands of boys and @
and giving them unrestricted license ¥
slaughter the birds, such methods are 8¢
and never have been ndvocated by any of
renl protectors of wild life. The schemt
aside from its inhamanity and bry
Auences, {n utterly indefensible because ¢
the inability of the average person to
ontiate between the English sparre [
many native birds of greal economie Y
that resemble the sparrow. Moreover,
state law provides that in the erent O
species of bird or mammal becomes ﬂl"'
merous in any locality as to ¢o
public pest and a nuisance, the I-H:
be reduced by legal messures whilh «
Conservation Commission of the state
suthorized to put in foree.
’ ALFRED "‘ﬂ q
President American Soclety for Prevents
of Cruslty to Animais.
New York, Dec. 21, 1916,

Comforts for British Aviators

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: The appeal which 1 made lﬂ:
on behalf of our aviators through the !
helpful medium of your widely read Jo8
was 8o very successful that | am ventsr®
to seek again the hospitality of your

for & fresh appeal.

I am collecting on behalf of the lﬁ
Naval Air Service Comforts Fund, which "
already dispatched over 85 ;
various kinds during the last twe ".
Owing to the unavoidable delsy ll"‘l"’
the regiatration of this fund, which 18
registered under the war charities wet s
appesl for winter comforts is alresdy e
bLelated, and both comforts the '
wherewith they may be purchased s
gently needed, :

Checks crossed London, City and w"
Bank, 120 New Bond Street, should be o
payable to the honsrable treasurel, "
Suster, Parcels containing any # the
lowing comforts: Mufflers, Balaclavs "
swesters, cardigans, mittens, gloves oF !
will be most gratefully received by any
following members of the committee:
Sueter, The Howe, Watlington.
Henry Balfour, Hesdington Hi
Mrs. Groves, Two Gables, B
J. D, Maekworth, 12 York Terrace, ;
Mrs. Samwon, 2 Montague Square, :

All the articles mentioned ( of a8t
ception of the wocks, which may be o
color) should be either dark biue or 555
coloded.

May I take this epportunity of ‘
hearty thanks to all who have #0 B¥
helped during the last year, and
numbers of most gratifying letiers
ing the greatest sympathy with

Falend
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assurances of the future exacted from each|over these pests actually kill old and young
I have indieated what it scems to birds, while the sparrow is rarely nccused of

1 am persusded | tenants. My advice to those wanting birds ie

hall come to to put bluebird houses not more than seven

| feet high, have wren houses with openings
too small for the sparrow (% inch), be sure

I wee how it is possible seriously to proposs|the surroundings furnish the proper setting

entering npon them. J E. R. |and keep away cata! BIRD LOVER.
New York Dec. 18, 1918, Poughkeepsie, N. Y, Dec. 15, 1018

Irauible peace negotiations,
|that unless there exists or s
lexist this state of mind negotiations for

in our work, which | have received? I8

desire to acknowledge very _
great kindness of Mr Stewart, -
the Cunard Stesmship Company in ST
who has hitherto forwarded se¥ ll"*
dressed to me, free of charge—& YO

uable concession. EDITH BALFZC :
Langley Headington Hill, 0%
Dec. 4, 1918, .
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